 Making Tactile Maps
dianebrauner@embarqmail.com
Materials:

White Foam Board 20 x 30” (Usually cut in half)

Exacto knife

Colorful foam sheets (do not use sticky backed foam; easier to maneuver when glued on)
Foam Shapes, various textures, etc.

Scissors

Glue

Ruler

Sharp Pencil

Masking Tape
Making the Map:
1. Enlarge print map to size of desired map.
Using MASKING TAPE, attach print map to the white foam board.  *
Trace lines on print map with a pen or sharp pencil.  (Indentations will go thru onto foam board.)

2. Using masking tape, attach print map to colorful foam sheet.

Trace lines on print map with a pen or sharp pencil.  (Indentation will go thru onto foam sheet.)

Cut out foam shapes and lay them in place on the white foam board.

3. Glue colorful foam cutout shapes on the white foam board.  (Foam sheets are easily lined up with indentations on foam board.)

Add landmarks, etc. to map.

4. When finished with the map, use masking tape to attach the original print map to the BACK of the foam board.

*To cut Foam Board in half:  Measure and draw line across the middle of the board.  Using the Exacto knife, cut half way through the board along the line.  Bend board backwards on the line (will make an indentation on the back side of the board).  Turn the board over and cut all the way through the board along the indentation.
Map Making Details:

The bottom of the map is always the door entering the school, room or business. These tactile maps are used to enhance self-familiarization and mental mapping.  The maps should NOT be turned.  It is the student who moves through the environment (vs. the store revolving around the student).  Self-familiarization skills work best when the map is constant.  These foam maps are simple to make and simple to understand.  If it is a school map, the bottom of the map should be the front door.  The foam sheets represent the walls within the school.  The hallways will have walls (cut out foam sheets) on each side.  The student will run his fingers down the map “hallway” and will feel the raised foam sheet on each side.  This is very similar to shorelining a real wall with a cane tip.  The important classrooms, restrooms and other smaller areas on the map will have shapes and textures that correspond with the Tactile Door Markers that are physically placed by the real doors.  Bigger areas on the map, such as the gym, library and cafeteria, will have a large textured cut out in the size/shape of the entire area on the map.  (Ex: On the map, the gym may be a piece of felt cut out in the shape and size of the entire gym on the map.)  For large areas (especially when there are multiple doors going into these large areas) a small tactile symbol does not accurately express the true size and position of the large area.  Use bathtub treads to represent sidewalks.  There are sidewalks outside most outside doors.  If a hallway has a series of outside windows  (no wall therefore the map will not have a foam sheet), use puff paint to indicate the windows and the end of the school building on the map.   Use magnetic tape to represent open or closed double doors.  (Most schools have heavy fire doors that are often important landmarks.)  Be consistent with your tactile symbols:  all restrooms will have the same symbol, all sidewalks will have the same symbol, etc.  Keep the map simple.  The student will need to have his classroom marked, but does not need to have every classroom in the school marked.  Students quickly memorize the symbols.  Braille is not necessary.  
When making the map, be sure to make the hallways, aisles or streets wide enough so that the student can run his finger between the foam walls, departments, or grass/sidewalks.  The map should take up all or almost all of the foam board.  When making a map of a business, such as Walmart, the edge of the map should be the actual outside “wall” of the store.
If making a map that has multiple buildings and connecting sidewalks (such as “open” high schools with covered sidewalks instead indoor hallways) use colorful foam sheets for the classrooms, tub tread for the sidewalks, and another texture to indicate indoor hallways.  (I often use the APH sticky back texture – orange sheets with small textured squares.)
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